The Prohibition Committee Report
The following report on Prohibition was submitted by Mr. C. Rajagopalachari
to the All India Congress Committee :—
The Indian National Congress at Calcutta adopted the following as Clause I of the
resolution on "Future Programme" :—
"In the Legislature and outside every attempt will be made to bring about Total
Prohibition of Intoxicating Drugs and Drinks, picketting of liquor and drug shops
shall be organised wherever desirable and possible/'
In pursuance of this, the Working Committee of the Congress adopted the
following resolution on $rd January :—
"Resolved that Mr. C. Rajagopalachari be authorised on behalf of the Committee
to suggest a scheme and appoint a Committee to carry out the programme of
Prohibition mentioned in Clause I of the resolution on Future Programme."
I accordingly formulated a scheme and suggested names for the Committee.
The scheme was adopted and the following Central Committee for Prohibition
was appointed : Dr. M. A. Ansari, Sjt. Vallabhai J. Patel, Babu Rajendra Prasad
and my=elf.
A meeting of this Committee was held at Ahmedabad on 4th March 1929- All
the members were present except Dr. Ansari. I was appointed Secretary and
was authorised to act in the name of the Committee and take all steps to carry out
the scheme.
It was resolved further to start work only in such areas where satisfactory workers
were forthcoming and where facilities for carrying on the Campaign were available
and to co-operate with other bodies working towards the same end, including caste
and communal panchayets.
Circulars were sent to the Secretaries of several Provincial Congress Committees
to form sub-committees in their respective provinces and appoint a special Secretary
for this work. The following provinces appointed special secretaries for Prohibition
whose names are given below :
Andhra : Sjt. A. Govindacharyulu, Ellore.
Assam : Dr. Harekrishna Das, Gauhati.
C. P. Hindustani : Mr. D. P. Misra, 174, Civil Lines, Jubbulpore.
Gujrat : Sjt K. V. Mehta and Miss Mituben Petit.
Maharashtra : Stj. N. R. Gunjal,   M. L. C., Kasba Peth, Poona  city.
Tamilnad : Sjts K. Santanam, Gandhi Ashram, and M. Bhaktavatsalam
1/14 Sannadhi Street, Mylapore, Madras.
Punjab :   Dr. Parashuram Sharma, Bradlaugh Hall, Lahore.
U. P. : Sjt Shri Krishna Chandra Sharma, Kalabhairava, Benares City.
In Bihar, Babu Rajendra Prasad himself is doing the work.
Towards the end of the last year I was approached by Mr. Ghanshyamdas Birla
through ^Mahatma Gandhi to take over charge of the Hon. Secretaryship of the
Prohibition League of India from Rev. Herbert Anderson who was going away to
England. After some correspondence I accepted the office and formally took daarge
of it on ist April, 1929. This has in no way hindered but has rather helped ihe
work. I have not found any difficulty in inducing them all to help and co-operate
ia the Congress Campaign.
$fy tours have been so far restricted to Tamilnad. As the work of Prohibition
propaganda jies more among the illiterate, it has been necessary to restrict my
movements in this matter. I did an intensive tour and propaganda in three
districts m the Soath,—North Arcot, Chingelptit and Salem. Altogether I have
addressed 60 meetings up till bo* on the subject
Several thousands of handbills and other literature on the stibject of Drink have
been distributed.
A valuable booklet on "Foreign Liquor in India** written by Rev. Herbert
Anderson and published by the Prohibition League has been distributed.
It has drawn considerable attention. The quarterly magazine of the Prohibition
League, "Prohibition" which is now edited by me is drawing much more public
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